THE GREAT STATE

obnoxious to the mass of the population are rejected.
It is clear that this has on the face of it nothing to
do with special devices such as representation, by
which modern men have attempted to achieve the
end of Democracy.    Despotic institutions, heredi-
tary rulers, and representative bodies must alike be
judged from the democratic standpoint by whether
they do or do not result in a system of Government
which accords with the general mil of the people.
Democracy, considered in this sense, is not a new
thing (as our Moderns suppose), but just about the
oldest thing in the world.    In what Mr. Wells has
christened   "The   Normal   Social   Life"   practical
Democracy has always prevailed in the matters
which most deeply affect the ordinary existence of
the common man.   Now and then, no doubt, a far-off
ruler not chosen by him might force the common
man to take part in a war which was not of his
making.   Taxes not levied with his consent would
occasionally be imposed upon him.    But in the
matters that concern his daily life, in his sowing
and reaping, in his buying and selling, in his marry-
ing, in the bearing and upbringing of Ms children,
in his religion, and in all other things for which such
a man normally cares, his actions would be regulated
by the customs of his tribe or commune, and any
disputes would be settled by a council of his neigh-
bours.  That is to say, these matters would be settled
by the general will.   He would be living, whether he
knew it or not, under.the conditions of Democracy.
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